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Natural stone is considered to be a versatile, durable and aesthetically 

pleasing building material. From the beginning of civilization, important 

structures and monuments have been built from, or based on, natural 

stone. Until the end of the nineteenth century, the use of local stone re-

sources was mostly in balance with the local environment. Strict environ-

mental legislation has resulted in the closing of many long-standing quar-

ries in industrialized countries, which has led to a shortage of traditional 

stone varieties. This has caused problems for restoration practice.  Cheap, 

imported stone from less industrialized countries has become more widely 

available in recent years.  

 

Some of the issues related to built stone conservation and restoration cov-

ered by this volume are: the establishment of inventories of possible re-

placement stones; understanding the decay mechanism and use of preven-

tive conservation methods for slowing down decay processes; evaluation of 

the properties of natural stone; and assessing the risks of using replacement 

stones of different qualities. 
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